
Legal Firm Deploys Nimble Storage As Part of 
An Infrastructure Refresh 
Cornwall Stodart Lawyers is a Melbourne-based law firm that has developed a strong 
reputation in the areas of corporate advisory, commercial transactions, banking and 
finance, property and litigation, reconstruction, and insolvency. 

Like many other mid-sized organisations, the company’s approach to IT is 
uncomplicated. All 120 staff are provided with desktop computers and are given  
access to internal systems including legal practice management software, office 
productivity applications and a document management system. The IT infrastructure  
is maintained on-premise and is managed by two dedicated IT staff. 

Update, Refresh, and Improve 
Two years ago, the company’s IT Manager, Hilmy Abdic approached the board to seek 
funds for a major upgrade of the company’s infrastructure. Abdic explains, “At the time 
we were still running Windows XP on our desktops. Our versions of Exchange and SQL 
were out of date, and half our servers were virtualised while the other half were still 
physical. We were also running out of storage space because the equipment we had 
wasn’t easily scalable.”

Abdic’s plan was to update the infrastructure to provide better performance for users. 
He suggested a range of additional projects to realise new efficiencies, including the 
introduction of full electronic document management so that staff could access files 
while on premise or off-site. 

“We needed to leverage the automation available to us. There are a lot of processes we 
could automate within Cornwall, but we needed a good, reliable IT infrastructure to do 
this,” he points out. 

The business case for upgrading was strong and the board agreed to Abdic’s vision. 
One of the first projects to follow was the virtualisation of all servers. The next was a 
new storage system.

A Choice Between Familiarity and Functionality 
After reviewing almost all of the major storage solutions on the market, Abdic’s search 
came down to a choice between familiarity and functionality.

“We were looking at sticking with the incumbent because we were familiar with their 
system. Then a vendor came to us and suggested Nimble Storage. What really caught 
my eye was its simplicity. It was very easy to use and to manage. Anyone with a bit of 
an idea about how storage works could jump in and use it. We could see it would work 
well in our VMware virtual environment. It was inexpensive compared to the alternatives 
and the cost to implement was very low,” he notes.

The other part of the Nimble offering that appealed was Nimble’s implementation 
partner, Huon IT. “Huon knew what we needed and were able to provide umbrella 
support for our entire infrastructure, from the front to the back end. What I really liked 
was with just one organisation providing support, we could eliminate any chance of 
finger pointing,” Abdic states. 

A Weekend Implementation 
Migration of 40 virtual machines onto a new Nimble Storage CS210 device was carried 
out in less than a day during mid-2013. 
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“We worked side-by-side with Huon on the first half of the implementation. After Huon 
had done the initial networking set-up and had started setting up the data stores, we 
found we were able to take over and do it ourselves because the migration was so 
easy to manage. We also had the assurance that Huon was there if we needed advice,” 
Abdic says.

Double the Performance 
Although similar in size to the previous storage array, Abdic soon found the Nimble 
solution was far more powerful and offered much greater capacity.

“We easily saw a big jump in performance when we switched over. We have a lot of 
applications that are disk intensive, but with the move across to Nimble, speed has 
doubled. Their compression technology is great and that has given us savings of 
between 30 and 40 percent of storage space,” he notes.

Abdic is enjoying the new insights he is obtaining regarding storage performance, 
capacity and potential issues thanks to the InfoSight support portal. “I like to 
jump onto the site to see how the device is performing and to see if there are any 
recommendations about actions we should take, such as whether we are reaching a 
point where we may need to consider upgrading a cache. I like that sort of functionality. 
We don’t have to rely on a consultant to come in because InfoSight tells us what’s going 
on for no extra cost.”

The Nimble deployment has also sparked a more thorough, three-tiered approach to 
backups at Cornwall Stodart Lawyers. Nimble snapshots are taken each day to provide 
a quick fix solution in case of corruption at the storage level. Every night, data is fully 
backed up to an external disk drive using Veem, and that backup is then loaded onto an 
external hard drive that is stored in an off-site vault. 

A Project that Pays Dividends
The deployment of Nimble is only one of a series of refresh projects being undertaken 
at Cornwall Stodart Lawyers, but Abdic is already convinced it will continue to pay 
dividends for the firm over the next few years. 

“From our perspective, we got big storage savings with a solution that was less than 
the price other vendors were looking for. The management console is very easy to use. 
We don’t need certification or lots of training to use the storage array. Performance has 
nearly doubled ever since we moved off the old array and quite frankly, it’s a lightweight 
and easy-to-use solution,” he smiles. 
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